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Charles and Emma: The Darwins' Leap of Faith by Deborah Heiligman, 2009, 272 pp., Ages 

12 Up 

This intriguing biography of English naturalist Charles Darwin provides an account of the 

personality behind his evolutionary theory and the effect of his work on his personal life, such as 

his relationship with his religious wife. 

  

Code Orange by Carolyn Cooney, 2005, 200 pp., Ages 12 Up 

While conducting research for a school paper on smallpox, Mitty finds an envelope containing 

100-year-old smallpox scabs and fears that he has infected himself and all of New York City. 

  

Code Talker:   A Novel about the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph Bruchac, 2005, 

231 pp., Ages 11 Up 

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned 

Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending 

messages during World War II in their native tongue. 

  

The Danger Box by Blue Balliett, 2010, 320 pp., Ages 10-14 

In small-town Michigan, twelve-year-old Zoomy and his new friend Lorrol investigate the 

journal found inside a mysterious box and find family secrets and a more valuable treasure (to do 

with Charles Darwin), while a dangerous stranger watches and waits. 

  

Did Fleming Rescue Churchill?  by James Giblin, 2008, 64 pp., Ages 9-12 

Ten-year-old Jason uses everything he knows about research, including how to separate fact 

from fiction when using the Internet, to make the deadline for his history paper on scientist 

Alexander Fleming--the discoverer of penicillin. Includes research tips, emphasizing the 

importance of accuracy. 

  

Double Helix by Nancy Werlin, 2004, 256 pp., Ages 14 Up 

18-year-old Eli discovers a shocking secret about his life and family while working for a Nobel 

Prize-winning scientist whose specialty is genetic engineering. 

  

The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds by Paul Zindel, 1971, 112 pp., 

Ages 12 Up 

The old, converted vegetable shop where Tillie lives is more madhouse than home.  Tillie's 

mother is bitter and cruel, yet desperate for her daughters' love.  Her sister suffers fits and sneaks 

cigarettes.  In the midst of chaos, Tillie struggles to keep her focus and dreams alive.  Tillie is the 

keeper of rabbits, dreamer of atoms, true believer in life, hope, and the effect of gamma rays on 

man-in-the-moon marigolds. 

  

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly, 2009, 340 pages, Ages 9-14 



In central Texas in 1899, 11-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, 

learns about love from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her 

grandfather, the latter of which leads to an important discovery. 

  

Fever, 1793 - Laurie Halse Anderson, 2000, 272 pp., Ages 10-14 

In this novel about the yellow fever epidemic that ravaged 18
th

-century Philadelphia, 16-year-old 

Matilda Cook is separated from her ill mother. Matilda learns about perseverance and self-

reliance when she is forced to cope with the realities and the horrors of the epidemic. 

  

George's Secret Key to the Universe by Lucy & Stephen Hawking, 2007, 336 pp., Ages 9-12 

Renowned scientist Stephen Hawking and his daughter Lucy write a juvenile fiction book to 

explain the universe to children.  In the story, young George makes friends with his new 

neighbors, Eric, a scientist, his daughter, Annie, and their supercomputer, Cosmos.  George soon 

finds himself on a wildly fun adventure while learning about physics, time, and the universe. 

With Cosmos's help, he can travel to other planets and a black hole. But what would happen if 

the wrong people got their hands on Cosmos? George, Annie, and Eric aren't about to find out, 

and what ensues is a funny adventure that clearly explains the mysteries of science. Garry 

Parsons' energetic illustrations add humor and interest, and his scientific drawings add clarity; 

there are also eight 4-page full-color inserts of scientific photos. 

  

Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist by Stephanie Greene (from the Owen Foote series), 2004, 96 

pp., Ages 7-10 

Third grade best friends Owen and Joseph struggle to come up with a great science fair project 

when something goes wrong and they have to change their plans two days before the 

fair.  Consideration is given to scientific ethics, e.g., should creatures in one group deliberately 

be injured? This is a great title to spark discussion in science classes, not just for the physical facts and issues 

related to testing hypotheses but also for the realistic account of failure and learning from mistakes. 

  

STORM:  The Infinity Code, Series by E. L. Young, 2008, 336 pp., Ages 10-14 

In London, the teenaged geniuses of STORM, a secret organization dedicated to eliminating the 

world's misery through science and technology, uncover plans for a deadly weapon and race to 

find and dismantle it, and then confront the corrupt scientist behind the scheme.  The book 

incorporates a large element of high-tech gadgetry and science; the author bases the plot 

elements in fact, as she states at the end of each book, along with a summary of the genuine 

research and inventions which inspire her writing.  (This title is the first in the STORM series.) 

  

Tentacles by Roland Smith, 2009, 319 pp., Ages 10-14 

After the mysterious disappearance of their parents, Marty and Grace go to live with their 

scientist uncle and accompany him on what soon becomes an increasingly dangerous expedition 

to New Zealand to track a giant squid. 
 


